THE NEW RUSSIAN: PRODUCTIVITY
in direct relation to the importance of necessity itself.*
The greater the amount of material progress, the
greater will be the freedom of people to change their
minds from moment to moment. Indeed, the abolition
of rationing at the beginning of 1935, the allowance
of free markets for the sale of goods produced by
workers themselves (i.e. without employing others for
wages), and the Stakhanov principle of special rewards
for efficient work, all are examples of retreat from the
frontier of physical necessity owing to progress, in the
ordinary material sense of the word.
Human nature is being changed in Russia by the
introduction of a scientific ethics of freedom* People
do not haggle over abstract ideals and the various
metaphysical doctrines of liberty that are discussed in
* The principle of democratic centralism applies in a general way cot
merely to matters of economic planning. Thus, the most important rule for
Communist Party members applies the principle to the decisions of the
Party Central Executive Council The Webbs write (Soviet Comrnteasm: a.
New Civilisation, p. 347):
"The Party member must unhesitatingly adhere to the 'General Line* in
communist theory and soviet policy, as authoritatively laid down from time
to time; and must be guilty neither of *right deviation* nor 'left deviation.*
There is, indeed, laid upon the Party member an obligation of "union and
loyalty far beyond that imposed on the non-Party masses. On new issues,
and, in feet, in all matters not yet authoritatively decided on, there is, even
for the Party member, complete freedom of thought and full liberty of dis-
cussion and controversy, private and public, which may continue, as in the
series of Trotsky debates in 1925-1927, even for yeats* But once any issue
i$ authoritatively decided by the Party, in the All Union Party Congress or
its Central Committee, all argument and public criticism, as well as all
opposition, must cease; and the Party decision must be loyally accepted and
acted upon without obstruction or resistance, on pain of expulsion; and, if
made necessary by action punishable by kw, also of prosecution, deportatkm
or exile."